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How Might Climate Change Affect
Cultural Resources?

Sea level rise

Extreme precipitation events

Drought

High winds

Tornados/hurricanes

Increase in freeze and thaw cycles

Extreme temperature swings and energy use

Changes In seasons — agriculture, plantings,
recreation, tourism









What Is a Cultural Resource?

“Adistrict, site,
‘landscape,
building,
structure or
object that Is
significant in
the history,
architecture,
engineering,
archaeology or
culture of this
state, Its
communities, or
the nation.
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How Might Climate Change Affect

Cultural Resources?

Sea level rise

Extreme precipitation events
Drought

High winds
Tornados/hurricanes

Increase In freeze and thaw
cycles

Extreme temperature swings
and energy use

Changes in seasons —
agriculture, plantings,
recreation, tourism

Erosion

Flooding

Rain and wind damage
Building damage
Landscape changes

Destruction of
archaeological sites

Economy — local
businesses, tourism,
Importance of economy to
resilience












YOU CANNO L‘PROTECT WHA‘TQ
YOU DON’T KNOW YOU HAVE




What defines your community?

* History Do you know what your
- Heritage ’rA\esotuhrce::,j are? -
y * Are they documented in

_andscape a way that future
* Culture generations will also
- Buildings know what you have?
. Sjtes * Don't rely too heavily on
. Cul | Instituti things “everyone

ultural Institutions knows.” This isn’t

planning, and it's
definitely not disaster
planning.



What can you do?

* Nothing. Not by yourself. But as a
community? You can plan ahead
to minimize damage and know
what to do when, not If, disaster
strikes.

* Start with community
conversations.



WHO SHOULD BE INVOLVED?

« Existing Commissions: Heritage, Historic District, Agricultural,
Cemetery, Conservation, Local Energy, Planning

« Town or City staff, code officials
- Emergency managers, police and fire departments

 Libraries and museums and historical societies.
Neighborhoods. School groups, senior groups — everyone who
IS concerned about your community.

* Your town has an Emergency Management plan. Do you
know what’s in it? Are cultural resources part of it?

- Partnerships are everything.



Case Study: Tuscaloosa, AL
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Gilman Garrison Storm Damage 2010

Wind driven rains damage to 18t
leak around




Wind Damage to Archaeological Sites




Hurricane Sandy Coastal Damage on Block Island, Rl
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Storm damage to coastal archaeological
sites
before and after




Historic mill site lost to heavy rains and
flooding
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Why Cultural Resources Matter

People are attached to the places in their lives that facilitate
relationships and give a sense of group identity or belonging.

Attachment to place helps facilitate reconstruction after a
disaster.

Place is specific, not general.

Communities are dynamic. Change is inevitable. Which places
seem to remain, imbued with meaning, that might help
promote resilience — the ability to move forward after a
disaster in a place that people feel connected to and protective
of?

These decisions about what defines a community must come
from within the community



What can you do about it?

« GRANTS!

» Pre-Disaster Planning Grants for Communities in Belknap,
Carroll, Coos, Grafton, Rockingham and Sullivan Counties

* Priorities include:

* ldentification and inventory of particularly vulnerable or significant
historic and archaeological sites

- Townwide, district or neighborhood inventories, or inventories that
benefit the greatest number of resources

Updates to previous historic inventories
Listing eligible properties or districts to the National Register
Disaster mitigation plans for properties or districts

Other innovative projects that can serve as a model for other
communities or property owners



What can you do about it?

Grant materials are available on the DHR
website.

Applications are due August 10, 2015.




When a resource Is lost...it 1s lost
forever




CLIMATE CHANGE
WILL BE OUR
HERITAGE
OF THE FUTURE
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