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Introduction 

 

New Hampshire's weather is changing, and extreme events are becoming more common. But not all residents face 
equal exposure to the harm these extreme events cause. Demographic data can reveal patterns — which 
neighborhoods, properties, or populations are most vulnerable — so that planning and investments can be directed 
where they're needed most. The Community Data Dashboard presents data and demographics to help answer three 
core questions: 
 

•​ Who is most severely affected by the impacts of extreme events in our communities? 
•​ Where should we focus our resources first to address those impacts equitably? 
•​ How might I connect with affected communities to facilitate their involvement in making decisions about these 

investments and solutions? 
 
This tool is intended to guide you in seeking the data that can help you answer these questions. 
 

Identifying Who Bears the Greatest Risk 
 

Review the charts below before you review the community profiles and dashboards to help you focus on finding 
the people and categories in your community who stand to be burdened the most by the impacts of extreme 
weather and other climate change 
impacts.  

 

The Social Vulnerability Index  
 
Developed by CDC/ATSDR1 Social 
Vulnerability Index uses 16 US 
Census variables from the 5-year 
American Community Survey (ACS) 
to identify communities that may need 
support before, during, or after 
disasters. These variables are 
grouped into four themes that cover 
four major areas of social vulnerability 
and then combined into a single 
measure of overall social vulnerability. 
 

1 https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/index.html  

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/index.html


The Environmental Justice 
Index (EJI) 
The Environmental 
Justice Index (EJI)  
 
Also developed by 
CDC/ATSDR2, the EJI is 
designed to help measure 
the cumulative impacts of 
environmental burden 
through the lens of human 
health and health equity.  
The indicators included in 
the EJI help users identify 
communities that may be 
disproportionately affected 
by socioeconomic, 
environmental, and health 
burdens.  
 
The EJI also allows users to 
investigate how specific 
modules, domains, and 
indicators might be 
contributing to higher burden 
for a community, giving 
users a starting point to 
engage affected 
communities and inform 
targeted interventions. 
 
The Climate Burden 
Module (CBM) 
 

Also developed by 
CDC/ATSDR3, the CBM 
contains environmental indicators that are or have been influenced by climate change, such as extreme heat and 
coastal flooding. The CBM contains indicators relating to heat, wildfires, and extreme events. 

 

3 https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/eji/eji-indicators-climate-burden-module.html  
2 https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/eji/index.html  

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/eji/eji-indicators-climate-burden-module.html
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/eji/index.html

