
FROM GREY TO GREEN:

THE KINGS HIGHWAY 

DRAINAGE 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Image:  B ecca Bas sett

Presented by:

Jennifer Hale, PE

Hampton Director of Public Works

FYI - This is Grey



Needed More 

Funding & 

RECEIVED IT!

Conceptual Design

THE PATH TO 

SUCCESS

Call for Help

Flood Studies

Funding for  

Implementation  

Rally for Support of 

Warrant Article and 

Funding For Study

Final Design & 

Construction

Success

Timeline: 1990-2026



CALL FOR HELP
The neighborhood and surrounding areas had significant and frequent 

flooding



Meadow Pond Neighborhood 

Drainage (or lack thereof) 

No where for the water to go!

• Closed drainage system 

insufficent and not 

functioning properly

• Outlet submerged 

underwater 

• Water entering from 

behind neighborhood 

when Meadow Pond 

elevations increase



RALLY FOR SUPPORT AND FUNDING 

March 2018 Town Meeting - Article 20: Authorized a Study and 

Report on Flooding ($100,000)

June 2019 Grant Award from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - 

Site Assessment and Preliminary Designs to Mitigate Flooding in 

Hampton , NH  ($185,799)

The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding



NEIGHBORHOOD FLOOD STUDIES

2018-2021

MEADOW POND

&

HAMPTON HARBOR

Evaluate

Current & Future

 Flood Patterns

Recommendations

Mitigation Alternatives



RECOMMENDATIONS



CONCEPTUAL DESIGN



CONCEPTUAL DESIGN



RALLY FOR SUPPORT AND MORE   

FUNDING 

March 2020 Town Meeting - Article 24: Flood Control Design 

($200,000)

August 2023 G&C authorized NHDES to enter into a grant 

agreement to address chronic flooding issues. There were 33 

eligible proposed and the Town was ranked 6th and received 

$2,000,000 in grant funding.  

March 2023 Town Meeting - Article 12: Improvements to Alleviate 

Flooding on Kings Highway, and the Greene Street, Gentian Road 

and Meadow Pond Road neighborhood area.(Grant plus 

$800,000)
The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding

The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding



RALLY FOR SUPPORT AND FUNDING 

It truly does take a village (or a town or a state or a really great group)! 



WHAT HAPPENED NEXT...

• The project went out to Bid

The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding

• Bids came in higher than funding available ($4,857,790.75 vs +/- $2,800,000)

The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding

• Numerous discussions with Engineers, Management, the Hampton Select Board, NHDES 

and Contractor on options to move foward. 

The neighborhood and surrounding areas still had significant and frequent flooding

... AND WHAT HAPPENED NEXT



Through the persistence and support of Executive Councilor Stevens and her understanding of 

the importance of this project AND along with the continued efforts of our resident and 

community officals:  

In October 2024 G&C authorized NHDES to amend the Town’s Grant Agreement by 

increasing the grant amount by

 $1,300,000 to a total of $3,300,000. 

• The project was “value engineered” with a total funding of +/- 

$4,100,000  

• Construction began the first week in January 2025

FUNDING RECEIVED



CONSTRUCTION

January 2025 February 2025 March 2025



CONSTRUCTION

April 2025 April 2025 MAY 2025
The neighborhood and surrounding areas

 still had significant and frequent flooding



CONSTRUCTION
Pump Station  

Pump 

Station

Controls 

Water Level Sensor  



CONSTRUCTION

Structures  Grade and Pavement



SUCCESS

Before pumps 

were activated

After pumps 

were activated
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SUCCESS

Rainfall with high tides but no flooding! 

Image:  Tom B assett



SUCCESS



SUCCESS



• High tides have been observed at 11.6 ft
Within the neighborhood and surrounding areas 

flooding has been alleviated  

• When water overflows from Meadow Pond 

it flows into the new storm drain system
Within the neighborhood and surrounding areas 

flooding has been alleviated 

• So far flood events have dropped from an 

average of 31 flood in 2024-2025 to 6 in 

2026 
Within the neighborhood and surrounding areas 

flooding has been alleviated 

SUCCESS
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