How to Review a FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)

Map terms are defined on next page
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FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map Terms

Base Flood: a flood having a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. The base flood is the
national standard used by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and all Federal agencies for the purposes
of requiring the purchase of flood insurance and regulating new development.

Base Flood Elevation (BFE): the computed elevation to which floodwater is anticipated to rise during the base
(1%-annual-chance) flood event.

Flood Risk Areas:

Low Risk: areas with a lower risk of flooding and shown on maps as Zones X (no color) and C. Flooding is
still possible. NFIP flood insurance is available, but not mandatory, for all property owners and renters in
NFIP participating communities. Local floodplain regulations do not apply to development in these areas.

Moderate Risk: areas with a moderate risk of flooding that represent the 0.2% chance flood area (also
known as the 500-year floodplain) and shown on maps as Zone X (orange area). Flooding is still possible.
NFIP flood insurance is available, but not mandatory, for all property owners and renters in NFIP
participating communities. Local floodplain regulations may apply to development in these areas.

High Risk: areas with high risk of flooding that represent the 1% annual chance flood area (also known at
the 100-year floodplain and special flood hazard area) and shown on maps as Zones A, AE, AO, and VE. NFIP
flood insurance is mandatory by lenders and available for all property owners and renters in NFIP
participating communities. Local floodplain regulations are required for all development in these areas.

Regulatory Floodway: the channel of the river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more
than a designate height. NFIP participating communities have adopted regulations to ensure all proposed
development in a floodway does not cause any increase in flood elevations.



