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• Land protection
• Management 
• Research
• Policy

Wait…what is the NH Saltmarsh Plan again?  A geospatial planning tool. 



Tool is based on Marsh Units
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All Metrics 
Marsh Units are given Resilience Score
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All Metrics 
Statewide Marsh Resilience



You can use and interpret data in many ways

OVERALL RESILIENCY

RESILIENCY CATEGORY

• Current condition

• Vulnerability

• Adaptation potential

SINGLE OR SUBSET OF METRICS E.g. Migration space or vegetated to unvegetated ratio



C u r r e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  h i g h  i s  p o s i t i v e

V u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  s e a  l e v e l  r i s e ,  h i g h  i s  n e g a t i v e

A d a p t a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l ,  h i g h  i s  p o s i t i v e

Marsh Resiliency Categories

CURRENT CONDITION
VULNERABILITY

ADAPTATION POTENTIAL



Assess Management Options for each type 
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Best Management Options for Each Marsh Unit
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Inform decisions based on the type of marsh you have….



Or Identify Best Locations for Specific Management Actions
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Marsh Profiles Online (Dashboard or Web App)



Case Study 1: Prioritizing Potential Conservation Lands

Ecological
prioritization of 

potential 
conservation 

lands
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Conservation Prioritization: Hampton-Seabrook Estuary



Case Study 1: Prioritizing Potential Conservation Lands
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Conservation lands score
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Case Study 1: Prioritizing Potential Conservation Lands



Case Study 1: Prioritizing Potential Conservation Lands
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“Best of the Best” Land Protection: Hampton 

• 5 properties

• 96 acres total

• Largest 48 acres



“Best of the Best” Land Protection: Hampton 

• All but one are 
vacant lots 



Case Study 2: Saltmarsh Sparrow 

22 resiliency metrics 
5 overlay layers
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Informing a regional plan



Pulling it together: Saltmarsh Sparrow Priority Areas: Hampton-Seabrook 
Estuary
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Take away messages

1. This tool is being finalized this winter and will be available in an 
online viewer.

2. We suspect each group will think up ways to use it or use the data 
behind it, and we invite that conversation.

3. If we are going to be strategic and forward thinking about sustaining 
our marshes, this can help us be on the same page and use the same 
data. 



Questions? 

Cory.A.Riley@wildlife.nh.gov

Rachel.A.Stevens@wildlife.nh.gov
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