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SETTING THE STAGE 
Cameron Wake, Ph.D. 

Institute for the Study of Earth, Oceans, and Space (EOS) 

Josephine A. Lamprey Professor, Climate & Sustainability 

University of New Hampshire 

TIPS, TOOLS, AND PERSPECTIVES: PAYING FOR CLIMATE 

ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE 
2019 NH COASTAL CLIMATE SUMMIT 

December 4, 2019,  Hugh Gregg Coastal Conservation Center 



https://www.nhcaw.org 



http://scholars.unh.edu/sustainability/2/ 
https://scholars.unh.edu/ersc/210/ 

Climate Change in Coastal NH 
 
Warmer temperatures – especially winter 
Fewer days with snow cover 
Earlier ice-out dates on lakes 
Longer growing season 
 
Increase in annual precipitation 
Increase in frequency & magnitude of 

extreme precipitation events 
Increase in strength of coastal storms 
Relative sea level rise 
Groundwater rise 
 
Increase in coastal flooding 



Federal Expenditures on Presidentially Declared Disasters and 
Emergency Declarations for flood in New Hampshire: 1986 to 2018 

Data from FEMA (2019) 
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Benefit-Cost Ratio (BCR) 

2018 National Institute of Building Science  https://www.nibs.org/ 

PAY NOW – OR PAY MUCH MORE LATER! 








