
What	Conservation	Commissions	can	do	to	
protect	natural	resources	in	a	changing	climate
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1. Context
• NH	Coastal	Risk	&	Hazards	Commission
• NH	Setting	SAIL

2. Impacts	of	Climate	Change	on	Natural	Resources
3. Actions	Conservation	Commissions	can	take
4. Discussion:	Identify	top	3	actions	to	take



NH	Coastal	Risk	and	Hazards	Commission

www.nhcrhc.org



2014	Science	and	Technical	Advisory	Panel	(STAP)	Report

What	We	Are	Facing

Inundation	extent
Frequency
Flood	duration

Frequency	
Amount

0.6	– 2.0	ft.	by	2050
1.6	– 6.6	ft.	by	2100

Credit:	Maren	Bhagat



SAIL:	Science,	Assessment,	Implementation,	Legislation

Goal:	Support	state	and	municipal	implementation	of	the	
CRHC	report	through	outreach	and	technical	assistance

Education	&	
Outreach

Municipal	
Assistance	&	

Implementation

State	
Coordination,	
Assessment,	&	
Implementation



Our	Risks	and	Vulnerabilities

Our	Economy

Our	Built	Landscape

Our	Natural	Resources

Our	Heritage



Invasive	species,	pests,	&	diseases

Credit:	UNH

Credit:	Outdoor	Hub

Credit:	Gabe	Roxby

Credit:	D.	Bergeron



Flooding,	erosion,	&	storm	damage

Credit:	Andy	Knight

Credit:	AMC Credit:	Kyle	Pimental



Drought

Credit:	Jim	Cole

Credit:	AP

Credit:	US	Drought	Mitigation	Center

Credit:	David	Lane



UNH	Cooperative	Extension
Taking	Action	for	Wildlife

1 Encourage	landowners	to	preserve	the	beneficial	
functions	of	natural	features



Stewardship	Network
Picking	Our	Battles

Credit:	Emily	Lord Credit:	Malin	Clyde

2	 Control	invasive	species



Credit:	FEMA

3 Communicate	and	build	public	awareness	about	
climate	change

NH	Coastal	Adaptation	Workgroup	(CAW)



UNH	Cooperative	Extension
Regional	Planning	Commissions

4 Incorporate	climate	change	into	municipal	
documents

Wagon Hill Farm 
 

Stewardship Plan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for the 
Durham Conservation Commission 

 
 

Prepared by 
Ellen Snyder 

Ibis Wildlife Consulting 
 

Maps prepared by 
Pete Ingraham 

 
 

November 2009 
 

 
Funding for this project is from the Otto Haas Charitable Trust 2 Fund of the 

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, and provided by the Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership. 
The Durham Conservation Commission provided additional funding.



Tides	to	Storms	and	C-RiSe Maps	&	Reports NH	Coastal	Viewer	Data	

Land	Conservation	Priorities	
for	the	Protection	of	Coastal	
Water	Resources	(2016)

5 Add	climate	vulnerability	and	adaptation	benefits	
to	land	conservation	criteria



Other	Actions

Management	&	Restoration

Credit:	Emily	Lord Credit:	Emily	Lord



Other	Actions

Land	Conservation



Other	Actions

Land	Use	Planning	&	Regulation



Other	Actions

Communicating	& Educating



Resources	&	Help

Ø Information,	Maps,	and	Other	Resources
Ø Potential	Funding	Sources
Ø Organizations



For	more	information,	contact:

Lisa	Graichen
NH	Sea	Grant/UNH	Cooperative	Extension
(603)	862-2356	/	lisa.graichen@unh.edu

Amanda	Stone
UNH	Cooperative	Extension
(603)	862-1067	/	amanda.stone@unh.edu

Credit:	Nathalie	Morison,	King	Tide	Photo	Contest	2016


