
P
o

rt
s

m
o

u
th

’s
 H

is
to

ri
c

 D
is

tr
ic

t 
a

n
d

 S
e

a
 L

e
v

e
l 
R

is
e

PORTSMOUTH’S HISTORIC DISTRICT AND SEA LEVEL RISE
2018 Climate Summit
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e Pre-Disaster Planning Grants for 

Historic Properties, Portsmouth, NH

K
e
e

p
in

g
 P

o
rt

s
m

o
u

th
’s

 H
is

to
ry

 A
b

o
v
e
 W

a
te

r



Partridge Street



Ceres Street



Marcy Street
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Assembled by City staff with >10 members from
• Historic District Commission
• Strawberry Banke
• Interested local businesses and residents
• City Departments

Five meetings through 2017
• Review project progress
• Evaluate results and how to use them
• Contribute to draft recommendations

Local Adaptation Committee
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• Valuation Score 5
• Retains all aspects of integrity

• Very little or no alterations or 
modern materials

• Historically sensitive restoration 
and/or renovation
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• Valuation Score 4
• Retains nearly all aspects of 

integrity

• Very few alterations

• Only minor use of modern 
building materials

• Historically sensitive restoration 
and/or renovation
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• Valuation Score 3
• Retains some aspects of integrity

• Large or significant alterations

• Additions

• Use of modern building materials 
and/or partial loss of original 
materials

• Still retains some historic 
characteristics 
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• Valuation Score 2
• Retains very few aspects of 

integrity

• Large or significant alterations

• Additions, especially on the main 
facade

• Use of modern building materials 
and loss of majority of original 
materials

• Retains very few historic features
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• Valuation Score 1
• Not of historic age

• Retains almost no historic/original 
building materials

• Major additions and/or alterations

• No longer exhibits historic features
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1) Examined 16 candidate locations and specific actions
2) Considered planning and emergency management actions
3) Developed possible groundwater monitoring actions

Adaptation Actions
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1) Examined 16 candidate locations and specific actions
• Grouped by neighborhood and action type
• Presented in an interactive online format

Adaptation Actions
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Story Map Online Visualization 

Actions evaluated included
• Floodproofing structures (dry and wet techniques)
• Structural elevation
• Sea walls, revetments
• Voluntary buyout programs
• Floodproofing rebate programs

https://arcg.is/1XXj5u

https://arcg.is/1XXj5u
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Story Map Online Visualization 

For each action we discuss:
• Potential feasibility
• Potential effectiveness
• Potential cost
• Potential impacts to historic character

https://arcg.is/1XXj5u

https://arcg.is/1XXj5u
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https://arcg.is/1XXj5u

https://arcg.is/1XXj5u
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Collaborative Monitoring
• Steps taken to track changes that could trigger actions in 

policy, finance, or other adaptation action. e.g.,

• Property owners checking basements for humidity and 

standing water, possibly through checklists provided to 

homeowners with request for data submission.

• The City establishing a new network of groundwater 

monitoring wells and a system to track changes over time 

and identify appropriate actions at certain trigger points.

• Have a full time summer fellow working on surveying most 

vulnerable properties to determine impacts and possible 

next steps.


