
Director’s Top Five Concerns; Covid, Drought, Infrastructure & 
Dams, Top Five Contaminants (Arsenic, PFAS, Salt, Nutrients, 
Temperature), People & Fiscal / budget

Water Division Update to the Climate Summit
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27 May 2021



Low snowpack, very low precipitation.    And Tropical Storm Isaias…missed…just like TS Fay missed…

How did we get to D3, Extreme Drought, in ‘20?  
What does ‘21 look like?
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Drought



Drought
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Actions;
Monitoring
Forecasting
Informing
Helping



 Receive approximately 2 applications per week

 Qualifying homeowners are eligible for temporary provision of 
bottled water until their project is complete.

 Applications Received to Date: 94

 Approved or under review: 90 approved (difference represents 
projects that have been determined to be ineligible)

 Financial Assistance committed : approximately $941,000

 Tier 1 Approvals (tier 1 is the full cost of the project minus 
a $250 deductible due by the homeowner to the 
contractor): 55 applicants

o Tier 2 Approvals (tier 2 is a 50/50 cost share with the 
homeowner): 35

 Total Estimated Project Cost: approximately $1.25 M *This is 
the total estimated amount of the actual drilling costs for the 
approved projects. 

*The average project cost is approximately $15,300 and the majority of the projects are for 
replacement of dug wells with a bedrock well.

Low Income Residential Drought Assistance 
Program Update – May 18, 2021
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Emergency Drought Assistance (EDA)



Suggestions for Municipalities

• Learn from other communities, participate in the conferences.

• Plan ahead, seek funding, implement. Talk to your neighbors.

• Use your Associations; NH Municipal Association, NH Water Works, 
NH Water Pollution Control, Granite State Rural Water. 

• Know and use the laws that are in place.
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We need an Assistant Commissioner (AC)
and a Water Division Director


