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Climate Resilience & Municipalities

Towns and cities are at the forefront of acting.

* NYTimes - The Way to Slow Climate Change Is as Close as Your City Hall or School Board (8/26/2022)
* NH Bulletin —‘We're the Titanic”: Effects of climate change already changing life on Seacoast -
Two-part series on communities on the frontlines of climate change (7/16/2022)

NH municipalities have multiple mechanisms to increase resiliency.

* OQutreach: required or voluntary public education
* Information: conducting planning efforts
* Laws: adopting regulations

* Money: financing projects directly or applying for grants and loans.

History of success from integrating resilience efforts into established planning processes.

* (apital Improvement Plans (RSA 674:5)

* Local Hazard Mitigation Plans(44 CFR § 201.6)

* Natural Resource Inventories (RSA 36-A)

» Master Plans (RSA 672:2) < focus of this presentation but involves all the above.


https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/26/opinion/climate-change-political-action.html?searchResultPosition=10
https://www.seacoastonline.com/story/news/local/2022/07/16/climate-change-seacoast-hampton-new-hampshire/10069163002/

Master Planning 101

Master Plans are adopted by Planning Boards.
Legal basis for all municipal zoning regulations
Consultation with stakeholders is required.

Only vision & land use sections are required. Coastal
management sections and related topics are optional.

Implementation section is optional, but very important!



North Hampton & Little Boar’s Head
Coastal Hazards & Adaptation Master Plan Chapters (2022)

1944 2022 * Reviewed history of impacts &

actions.

 Built upon ongoing efforts and
community momentum to develop
comprehensive plan.

* Addressed the unique jurisdictional
authority of North Hampton & LBH.

* Put best available information in one
place to inform actions.



North Hampton & Little Boar’s Head
Coastal Hazards & Adaptation Master Plan Chapters (2022)

* Broad engagement
throughout the project from
residents, officials and staff.

* Common vision and actions
between Town and LBH.

* Emphasized developing
realistic actions that fit within
existing municipal efforts or
processes when possible.

* Result: North Hampton is
establishing a Coastal Hazards
Advisory Committee to work
on implementation of Action
Plans, incorporating criteria
into CIP, using findings in
outreach efforts, and using to
inform discussions with
NHDOQOT on road projects.




Durham Climate Action Master Plan Chapter (in progress)

* Focused more broadly on
climate change impacts,
including items such as food
security, public health, and
housing.

* Sought broad input from
town staff, officials and
public.

» Chapter includes overview of
state and local impacts, with
sections on Built
Infrastructure, Natural and
Working Lands, and
Community and Economy.

* Goal: Provide the Town with
actionable items to build
resilience.




Dover Climate Adaptation Master Plan Chapter (2018)

 Similar process as other
exampled for creating Master
Plan Chapter (2018).

* Working to move actions forward
through many existing City
process.

* Chapter implementation strategy
action item #37 — Use NH climate
science report”“...when siting and
designing long-term public
infrastructure projects and CIP
projects that man be at risk to
climate change impacts.

» Dover staff and officials are
currently working on how to
incorporate the Critical Flood
Risk Guidance into CIP process.




Resources

North Hampton Coastal Hazards &
Adaptation Master Plan Chapter

www.northhampton-nh.gov/planning-board/pages/master-plan

Little Boar’s Head Village District Coastal
Hazards & Adaptation Master Plan Chapter

www.northhampton-nh.gov/village-district-little-boars-
head/pages/documents

Durham Adaptation Master Plan Chapter
Input Sessions & Input

www.ci.durham.nh.us/planning/climate-adaptation-master-plan-chapter-

input-sessions

Dover Climate Adaptation Master Plan
Chapter

www.dover.nh.gov/Assets/government/city-
operations/2document/planning/master-
plan/Climate/Climate Adaptation Chapter Certified.pdf



http://www.northhampton-nh.gov/planning-board/pages/master-plan
http://www.northhampton-nh.gov/village-district-little-boars-head/pages/documents
http://www.ci.durham.nh.us/planning/climate-adaptation-master-plan-chapter-input-sessions
http://www.dover.nh.gov/Assets/government/city-operations/2document/planning/master-plan/Climate/Climate_Adaptation_Chapter_Certified.pdf
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